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Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 19th February 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _1_ 
	Objective:
	To place John Lennon into the correct period in history
To learn about Lennon’s early life

	Resources:
	Time line labels         pictures of John Lennon          Extract about Lennon (LCP p433)       Portrait of Lennon LCP Flipchart p19        CD imagine

	Vocabulary:
	20th century

	Introduction:
	Play ‘imagine’
Do the chn recognise the song?  Can the chn name the artist singing?  

Show chn the flipchart picture of Lennon and giving his name ask if they know anything about him e.g. in the Beatles, from the 1960s, Gran / Grandad liked his music, he’s dead

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Activity 1 (whole class)
To place John Lennon into the correct period in history

Show chn modern history time line labels – through questioning and discussion, see if the chn can put them into time order on the board (blutak)  

1901 Queen Victoria died             1903 1st Plane takes off                    1912 Titanic crashes into an iceberg

1914 World War I starts             1918 WWI ends                                1939 World War II starts

1945 WWII ends                         1953 Queen Elizabeth’s coronation   1961 1st man in space Yuri Gagarin 

1966 England won the World Cup  1969 1st steps on the moon               1975 The Vietnam War ended

1994 Channel Tunnel Opened        2001 Twin Towers Destroyed           2005 England win the Ashes (cricket)
Once ordered add in dates  (see if chn can put them into the correct decade) and copy into books

When in history do the chn think Lennon is from?  What decade?  What clues lead them to this?  Clothes? Hairstyles?

Place Lennon’s Birth Date 9/10/1940 and death date 8/12/1980 on the timeline

Activity 2

Ask chn to look at the photos of John Lennon and his home.  Discuss I pairs what these pictures show about Lennon’s early life and the type of family he might have come from – encourage chn (especially HA) to record ideas as small paragraph or bullet pointed list (LA)

	Conclusion:
	Read the Lennon Biography as a class.  Were the chn’s ideas about Lennon’s background correct?


	Assessment:
	Can the chn order events for a timeline?
Can chn place Lennon in 20th Century history?
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Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 19th / 26th February 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _2-3_ 

	Objective:
	To use secondary sources to extract information

To learn about John Lennon’s life
To write a biography

	Resources:
	Internet      website list (on reverse ->)         paragraph planner         scatter sheet (LA)

	Vocabulary:
	Biography

	Introduction:
	Show the chn paragraph plan for the John Lennon biography.  Discuss what a biography is / does – a recount of a person’s life and achievements written by someone else – past tense, factual information
Look at each paragraph of the biography in turn – ask chn to create a subheading for each e.g. childhood, schooldays, first band

Point out that they have got a lot of information for his early life; what other things might a biography include about John Lennon?  List ideas on board e.g. death, the Beatles, Yoko Ono, 

Ask chn where they could find the rest of this information? Internet
What will the chn need to look under?  How will they find specific information?

In order to research the chn need to have specific information that they are looking for

Show chn paragraph planner outlining areas for research, show website list and demonstrate how to search and then skim for relevant information 

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Activity 1
Chn to use suggested website (see back of sheet) to research information for their biography using the paragraph planner as outline – MA/LA with questions, HA without questions although give list if stuck
LA to search for specific answers to one question from each section on planner
Activity 2

Chn to use their paragraph plan and research to write a biography of Lennon

LA to use scatter sheet to organise information about Lennon into paragraph sections and then record using their internet info too

	Conclusion:
	Discuss with partner the most interesting fact that they have discovered about John Lennon

	Assessment:
	Can the chn use secondary sources to find particular information?
Can chn adapt information into a biography style of writing?




Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 26th February 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _4_ 

	Objective:
	To discover how and why John Lennon and the Beatles became famous
To carry out personal research

	Resources:
	Paper for questionnaires to be written on

	Vocabulary:
	Beatlemania          technology         tabloids        questionnaire

	Introduction:
	Warn chn that they are going to be asked to write about the information they are going to hear

Explain to the chn that after WWII, pop music became very fashionable.  The 1950s had been a time of rationing when lots of things weren’t available, clothes were dull and boring and classical music was still very popular on the BBC radio channels.  The late 1950s and 1960s brought developments in technology (cheaper radios, singles records affordable and readily available, more TVs)  Suddenly teenagers started to dress like their favourite pop artist / group and had posters on their walls – this wasn’t done before this time.  This exposure made the Beatles very famous and wherever they went they were met by thousands of screaming fans trying to get their autographs.  This was called Beatlemania.  The tabloid newspapers also wrote lots of newspaper articles about them, which helped them become even more famous.

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Activity 1
Children to record four or five things that led to the Beatles becoming famous – basically all the info from the introduction – MA/HA as sentences, LA as a bulleted list

Recap this to make sure chn are following and understanding the idea of advances in technology

Activity 2

Most of the people who were fans of the Beatles in the 1960s are still alive today.  Many of the chn’s own grandparents or great grandparents ! will remember the Beatles and these memories could provide the class with a useful resource for researching the topic.

Chn are to design a questionnaire to take home.  Give examples of possible questions on the board e.g. Did you ever see the Beatles perform live?  If so where?  What is the most memorable thing about the Beatles for you?  Have you seen any of the Beatles films?  What was it about?  Why did everyone like them?

Discussing wording their questions to avoid yes / no answers.  E.g. Did you buy any Beatles records? Which ones?  Who was your favourite Beatle? Why?  Which Beatle was the funniest? The Shyest? 

	Conclusion:
	Encourage the chn to interview more than one person for their homework, and then set a date for it to be completed – instead of literacy homework that week?

	Assessment:
	Do the chn show some understanding of the key reasons for the growth in pop music and how this led to Beatlemania?



Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 5th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _5_ 

	Objective:
	To find clues within film

To make deductions about a person’s character from primary sources

	Resources:
	LCP p445 We are the Beatles          A selection of the Beatles’ films - A Hard Day’s Night,  Help                   questionnaire results                    

	Vocabulary:
	Primary sources             deductions

	Introduction:
	Elvis Presley was a huge music sensation of the 1950s and was one of John Lennon’s musical inspirations, he styled himself on Elvis following the same hairstyle and curled lip look.  Elvis’ image was made world famous through his films as well as his music, in fact the two often linked.  This was reflected in the success of the Beatles, soon the quartet were in demand for their acting skills too.  How seriously the four of them took this is unclear, but you do get to see another side to the Liverpool Lads.  Films and pictures showing people and events are known as primary sources, they cannot be changed by others or altered by time, however how much truth is in them can still be doubtful.  

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Show the chn the ‘We are the Beatles’ sheet (LCP p.445)  

Can the chn name each Beatle from their photograph (hopefully John will be recognisable by now!)?

Label each as John, Paul, George and Ringo so as to be clear for the later task

What did the chn manage to find out about the Beatles from their research?  Share and discuss, noting any character or personality information on the board

To be able to understand a person’s life and choice, you have to get to know them and know what they are like.  It can be very hard to do this with famous stars.  For example does the Queen really like meeting and greeting all those people, or would she rather be sat with her feet on the sofa watching Corrie?

Explain to the chn that they are going to watch some of each film and are to try and jot down ideas about each of the four characters, as the boys always played themselves in films – is their a comic one? A shy one? A clumsy one?  An angry one? A lonely one?
LA may need prompting to remember to record any  ideas

	Conclusion:
	Discuss the chn’s observations and try to build up a character description of each Beatle.  Record as whole class descriptions for display or to p’copied for books


	Assessment:
	Were the chn able to pick out personality characteristics from the film extracts?



Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 5th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _6_ 

	Objective:
	To learn about popular music of the 1960s

To know about some Beatles hits and think about why they were so popular

To understand how world and life events influence song writers / artists

	Resources:
	Beatles 1 album                     music review examples                      johnlennon.com

	Vocabulary:
	Review        lyrics

	Introduction:
	Look at the examples of music reviews (either on the interactive whiteboard or photocopied onto sheets)

Have the chn read any music reviews in magazines or on the internet?

Discuss who might write them, where they might be published, the purpose of them

What sort of comments are made about the music?

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Tell the chn they are going to listen to 4 Beatles hits.  They will need to write a review for three of them.
Play 

‘Love Me Do’ – first hit, released in 1962 reached No. 17

‘I want to hold your hand’ – released 1963, No. 1

‘Yellow Submarine’ – No. 1 in 1966

‘Hey Jude’ – originally Hey Jules, written by Paul McCartney for Julian Lennon, John’s son, when John and Cynthia (Julian’s mum) were getting divorced No. 1 1968

Which was their favourite? 

Listen again to a snippet of each – what would the chn say about them? Catchy? Repetitive? Foot stamping? Swaying? Sad?  Can they empathise with the words?  Can they understand what the song was about?

Working in pairs (LA with teacher) write short reviews for three of the songs, could arrange with circles being the record with the song title, year and chart place written inside, with review at the side

	Conclusion:
	Play some of John Lennon’s solo hits (johnlennon.com) e.g. Give peace a chance, woman, war is over
What was influencing John?  What was he writing about?  How do these songs differ to the Beatles’ hits?

Write a class review of one of Lennon’s songs, chn add it to their compilation

	Assessment:
	Are chn able to comment on what they like/dislike about a piece of music?
Can chn recognise reasons for choice of lyrics or music?




Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 12th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _7_ 

	Objective:
	To write in a persuasive style

To make points, backing up statements with evidence

	Resources:
	Task sheet

	Vocabulary:
	Persuasive             pitch

	Introduction:
	What would have happened if the Beatles were never noticed at the Cavern Club in Liverpool?  Would John Lennon ever become the famous music figure that he has?  without a manager to promote their band the Beatles could have stayed a small northern success, without ever having conquered America.  To do this Brian Epstein, the Beatles manager from 1961 until his death in 1967, had to ‘pitch’ the Beatles’ music to different record companies

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	What might he have said? Invite chn to ‘become’ Epstein in a pitch situation – being in front of a company director, trying to persuade him to sign a record deal for the Beatles

Ask hot seating ch questions/statements such as:- what’s so special about this group?  Nobody wants to hear guitar melodies, everyone wants beat, a group needs one main singer for the fans to follow, what’s the groups image?  What successes have they already had?  How many records/albums would you want to sign for?  How much?!?

Discuss chn’s responses and which were most persuasive

Remind chn how to back up statements with persuasive evidence e.g. Every night this group plays in the Cavern Club, the tickets are sold out.  Fans scream on the streets for these guys.  Liverpool knows its music and word gets around, these fellows are going to be a sensation, they’ve already got a northern fan base. The Beatles are probably the best band ever to come out of England.

Create a class list of ideas that could be discussed in their writing

· Their music e.g. catchy, sing a long, ballads, up beat styles, aimed at teenagers

· Their fashion e.g. collarless jackets, brushed forward hair, anyone could copy it and the kids want to coy the latest trends

· Their popularity in the north e.g. Liverpool, the Cavern Club, fans already following them

Chn are to use the ideas they’ve heard, plus ideas on board and extra information from their previous research to write a letter from Brian Epstein to a record label to get them to come and hear the Beatles play at the Cavern Club

- go through the task sheet

LA to work in a HA pair, MA to work in pairs

	Conclusion:
	Elect a board of directors to hear some of the letters, which are persuasive enough to win the Beatles an audition?

	Assessment:
	Can chn write persuasively?

Do chn show a good knowledge of the Beatles?


Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 12th / 19th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _8-9_ 

	Objective:
	To understand cultural and social fashions of the times (1960s)

To choose the best way to present information 

	Resources:
	Books                information sheets                  limited internet use

	Vocabulary:
	

	Introduction:
	John Lennon grew up and changed through the sixties, his music changed, his fashion changed, his opinion of the world changed.  For us to understand why and how these changes came about, we have to understand what was going on in England and the world at the time.

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Explain that the chn’s task is to independently research five areas of the 1960s looking for reasons to explain the actions and changes of the Beatles and John Lennon
To do this the chn can use books, information sheets and some internet time (limit this as chn will end up trawling through images rather than facts)

Emphasise ideas of style, world news, technology and travel

Focus the chn’s areas of research to fashion of the 1960s, the Vietnam War, technology of the 1960s, Major World Events in the 1960s, travel

Discuss how chn could go about organising this research

A page per topic area, early 60s, mid 60s, late 60s, a list of major events, a list of dates and inventions or improvements, journey costs, times, destinations

Discuss the need to present information in chn’s own words, not just to copy findings and to group findings into subsections 
MA/LA mixed groups to work in groups of five with each person taking a topic

HA to work in twos/threes working together and individually 

	Conclusion:
	Share information with the group and discuss how these events may have influenced John Lennon and his music and life choices
Discuss group findings as a whole class

	Assessment:
	Are chn able to organise information effectively?
Can chn link outside events to personal choice?




Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 19th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _10_ 
WARNING – discussing death and people’s reaction to it, please be aware of any personal circumstances of your class

	Objective:
	To find out about the death of John Lennon
To present information in the style of a news article

	Resources:
	news archive clip of the coverage of Lennon’s death?  LCP p.458 Murder in New York                      newspaper articles of Lennon’s death    LCP p.459 Horror Strikes as …

	Vocabulary:
	

	Introduction:
	Ask chn to recall the date of Lennon’s death.  What information do they already know about this from their research?  How old was Lennon when he died?  Share copies or display on interactive whiteboard p.458 Murder in New York which gives more detail of the events.  If possible share some news footage from that time.  What do the chn think?  Was it wrong or exaggerated for the world to be shocked and react as they did to one man’s death?  What did people so to mark this event? Relate to any knowledge chn have of Lady Diana’s death.

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Share some of the news articles out, reading through them giving time for the chn to ask questions or comment on their content.
Ask the chn to consider the similarities or differences between the reports and any reasons for this.

Look at one of the articles in more depth what information is given first?  How does the type or the importance of the information change as the article progresses?

Give chn p.459, read the beginning headline and ask chn for suggestions for suitable endings if the article was to be about the death of John Lennon – give time for them to complete the headline with one of their own choosing
Discuss literacy features of news articles and the inclusion of key phrases and tone

Give chn task of writing a short newspaper article giving the appropriate details of Lennon’s death, the circumstances building up to it, the world’s reactions and why he was a famous man
Teacher to support LA, using information mainly from the Murder in New York sheet

HA to include fictitious ‘quotes’ from eg Yoko Ono, Cynthia Lennon, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, George Harrison 

	Conclusion:
	Give time at the end of the session to enable one or two chn to read their article to the rest of the class.  Encourage the children to consider whether John Lennon’s early death made him even more famous than he would otherwise have been.

	Assessment:
	Can chn represent the details of Lennon’s death in a news report?



Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 26th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _11_ 
	Objective:
	To learn about the impact that John Lennon’s life had on the history of this period

	Resources:
	1960s/1970s record cover images           flipchart p19       LCP p.465 Record Cover A3 one per group

	Vocabulary:
	Cover   record   sleeve

	Introduction:
	Imagine that chn are working for a record company that is about to re-release a compilation of John Lennon’s songs.  As a marketing ploy, the record company is going to place the CD in a sleeve that resembles an old-fashioned record cover.  

Show pictures of 1960s/1970s record covers on interactive board and the p.19

Discuss what the covers show and how they reflect that era.

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	Explain task to the chn – to design an album cover depicting John Lennon’s life with a collage of images on the front and a list of his songs on the back – show chn enlarged p. 465, folded into a front cover
Chn will work in mixed ability groups of up to 4 people

Assign groups

Give chn five to ten minutes to think carefully about the images they will choose showing as much of Lennon’s life, influences and interests as they can – after that time chn to have a list of images they will be drawing or downloading e.g. instruments, Elvis Presley, Liverpool, Beatles, John Lennon, Yoko Ono, War, White Room, Cars, Fashion etc.

Feedback the chn’s ideas to allow struggling groups to gain ideas

As well as downloading images to print and collage, chn also need to think about lettering for the front and the presentation of the song titles on the back

Make sure all members of the group have a task, hand out record cover templates

	Conclusion:
	Swap record covers between groups, do the images and layout chosen reflect John Lennon?  Do they reflect his personality, interests and passions?

	Assessment:
	Can chn show range of information they have studied through appropriate images?



Cottam Primary School

AREA of STUDY - History
Years 5/6  
Date:  W/C – 26th March 2007
      
 Lesson(s) _12_ 
	Objective:
	To learn about the impact that John Lennon’s life had on the history of this period

To show the variety of information the chn have learned throughout the project

	Resources:
	Encarta CDROM     ICT suite

	Vocabulary:
	Non-chronological report

	Introduction:
	Explain the scenario – the chn have just been given a job as a writer for Encarta, an internet and CDROM information encyclopaedia company.  The chn have been asked to write the entry for John Lennon.  It will need to be written in the form of a non-chronological report (remind chn this means not in time order and of any other literacy features you feel necessary) As well as written information pictures could be included, but also sound or film clips could be used

Show an example of an Encarta entry, look at the type of information listed first, the use of headings, etc.

	Activity:

Differentiation

/ Organisation:
	In mixed groups of 2 or 3 create an Encarta entry for John Lennon

Encourage groups to use a spider diagram to organise their ideas and encourage their information to be presented in a similar fashion on screen
Give chn independence for this task – they should be using their area of study books to provide them with all the information.

Only allow pictures, sound/film clips to be added after the text is in place

Chn should use text boxes so that information can be easily manoeuvred around the page

	Conclusion:
	Display chn’s finished entries on the interactive board and allow groups to study each others’ work, do they reflect most of Lennon’s life?  are there any crucial pieces of information left out?

	Assessment:
	Can chn discuss the life of John Lennon with some understanding of the importance of him as a historical figure?




Cottam Primary School

Area of Study – History 
Study of a Famous Person – John Lennon 

(QCA Unit 20)

Year 5/6 Spring 2nd Half Term

Main Objectives

to demonstrate factual knowledge of key episodes in the life of a famous person; show some understanding of key changes in post-war society and culture; be able to examine the contribution of an individual’s life to history; be able to extract and communicate selected information from historical sources
12 sessions
Placing John Lennon in time

Biography (2)

Questionnaires

The Beatles

The Beatles’ Music

Be a Music Manager

The 1960s (2)

Lennon’s Death

Record of Life

Encarta Report















