Year 2 History Planning Unit: Castles
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	1
	We are learning that people live in different sorts of homes

Remember to

Look at the home.

What is the proper name of the house?

Find the picture and label it.


	What sorts of homes do people live in today?

In small groups children to create a mind-map of all the different types of homes people live in today.

Show the children pictures of different sorts of homes. Which ones are like your home? Which are different? Encourage them to talk about homes they are familiar with. Why do people live in different sorts of homes? Select children to place the correct labels on the pictures of different types of homes.
	names of different types of homes, eg caravan, bungalow, terraced house, flat

names of architectural features, eg windows, chimneys, doors, roofs, homes sheet, homes pictures, www.castles.org
	Where did Kings and Queens live in the past? Show children pictures of different types of castles. Use

http://www.castles.org/  to show castles around the world esp. castles for kids


	

	
	
	
	Children to complete activity labelling houses.
 HA to create own labels e.g. bungalow, flat, detached, semi-detached, terraced
	LA/MA to use labels provided.
CT to support as appropriate
	
	

	2
	We are learning to identify and to give reasons for the key

features of a home built a long time ago.

What was it like in a castle? What are the key features of a castle?

Record findings.


	What were castles like and how were they different from homes today?  Use PowerPoint as a visual stimulus to support children’s learning
Tell the children they are going to find out about different sorts of homes in the past. Show the children a large picture of a castle. Ask the children to

identify the key features that they can see. Look at how the castle is built and its different features, eg different building materials, thick walls, moat,

drawbridge, portcullis, well. Discuss with the children the reasons for these different features. Why did the castle need thick walls and a moat? Why were the windows long and thin?
	names associated with features in castles eg drawbridge, moat, portcullis, tower, well,

kitchen spit, fireplace
books and pictures about castles, castles factsheets,

http://www.castles-of-britain.com/ 

http://library.thinkquest.org/4051/ 

PowerPoint on castles

	Children to create a KWL table- know, want, learn- what do I know about castles? What do I want to find out? What have I learnt?


	

	
	
	
	Using Internet (Safe Search!) ask the children to compare the castle with modern homes. What is different about this home from modern homes? Is it made from the same materials? Are the windows the same shape? What is different about the door? Children to find out about the interiors of castles in mixed ability pairs and record findings.

What rooms do they have in the castle? What is the kitchen Like? How is the food cooked? How is the castle heated/lit? What are the washing facilities like? What is the furniture like? Use http://library.thinkquest.org/4051/  to help.

Children complete worksheet naming key features of castles.
CT to support as appropriate

	
	

	3
	We are learning about people who used to live in castles

Remember to:

Think about what you already know about people who lived in castles. What did they do? What clothes did they wear? Find out

information about these people.


	What can we find out about people who used to live in castles?

What do we know about castles? What have we learnt about the different parts of the castle?

Read the children stories that use medieval castles as settings.(Paperbag Princess, The Kiss that Missed, Rapunzel,)

Use stories and pictures to talk about the different people who lived in castles and the different jobs that they would do, eg lord and lady, soldiers, servants,

blacksmiths etc.

Look at the clothes that these people wore and their possible possessions.


	names associated with features in castles eg drawbridge, moat, portcullis, tower, well,

kitchen spit, fireplace

Jobs in castles e.g. jester, king, queen, knight

Performing jester worksheet, books set in castles.


	Create a class list of people who would have lived in castles and reasons why they did so. 
PREPARE FOR TRIP TO WINDSOR CASTLE
	

	
	
	
	In mixed ability pairs:

Write a list of people who lived in castles, referring to a range of sources including laptops, picture books and reference books. 

CT to support as appropriate
	Make a jester Task: Can children make other children laugh by performing in the role of a jester?


	
	

	4
	We are learning to find out information about castles using a variety of resources.

Read the question carefully, use the Internet, books and other resources to find the answers. Record findings
	Look at KWL table from lesson 2. What can children fill into the Learn column? Children to complete some of this column.

Talk about W column- what do children still want to find out? How can they find the answers to these questions? 
	names associated with features in castles eg drawbridge, moat, portcullis, tower, well, kitchen spit, fireplace

http://www.castlesontheweb.com/search/Castle_Kids/ 
KWL table from lesson 2
	Share one interesting fact that children have found out about castles.


	

	
	
	
	Use Internet, library and other books to find answers to these questions and record info in table. (mixed ability pairs) Also use info from trip to Windsor Castle.. 
CT to support as appropriate 

	
	

	5
	We are learning to create a fact file using all our information about castles using PowerPoint.


	Recap on previous learnt skills on PowerPoint (Brentford CLC). Show PowerPoint from Lesson 1 as a stimulus. 

Ask children to think, pair, share 5 interesting facts they have found out about castles.

Record as spider-diagram.


	Pictures from Windsor Castle, work from last lessons.

Powerpoint, PC’s, laptops
names associated with features in castles eg drawbridge, moat, portcullis, tower, well, kitchen spit, fireplace
	evaluate their work with 3 stars and a wish.


	

	
	
	
	Children to work in ability pairs to create a PowerPoint Presentation all about castles using photos from our visit and from resource bank created by CT’s
	Children to work in ability pairs to create a PowerPoint Presentation all about castles using photos from our visit and from resource bank created by CT’s
	Children to work in ability pairs to create a PowerPoint Presentation all about castles using photos from our visit and from resource bank created by CT’s

CT support
	
	


Impact of ICT 


TA Support- NO TA!


Speaking and listening














