Battle of Thermopylae
In the Battle of Thermopylae, which occurred in 480 BC, an alliance of Greek city-states fought the invading Persian Empire at the pass of Thermopylae in central Greece. Greatly outnumbered, the Greeks held back the Persians for three days in one of history's most famous last stands. A small force led by King Leonidas of Sparta blocked the only road through which the massive army of Xerxes I of Persia could pass. After three days of battle, a local resident named Ephialtes is believed to have betrayed the Greeks by revealing a mountain path that led behind the Greek lines. Dismissing the rest of the army, King Leonidas stayed behind with 300 Spartans.

The Persians won the battle but many of their soldiers died, lots more that the Greeks.  The fierce resistance of the Spartan-led army offered Athens the invaluable time to prepare for a decisive naval battle that would come to determine the outcome of the war- the Greek victory at the Battle of Salamis.
Let’s read about the battle….
After the Athenians beat the Persians in the First Persian War, at the battle of Marathon, the Persians left the Greeks alone for ten years. The Persians were busy fighting a revolt in Egypt, and their king Darius had died. But as soon as Darius' son Xerxes (ZERK-sees) settled the Egyptian revolt, he began to plan how he would conquer those terrorists in Greece. 


Since Darius' plan to conquer Greece by sea hadn't worked, Xerxes decided to try coming by land. He got together a big army from all over the Persian Empire, and they crossed the Hellespont on a pontoon bridge in 480 BC. 

When the people of Thrace and Macedonia heard that the Persian army had crossed the Hellespont and was coming towards them, they quickly surrendered to the Persians or made alliances with them. So the Persian army was able to march quickly west through Thrace and Macedonia. 
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Then the Persian soldiers turned south towards Greece. They had to go through a steep mountain pass called Thermopylae (Ther-MOP-uh-lay) (in Greek Thermopylae means hot springs, because there were hot springs there). There was no other way for an army to get through the mountains into Greece. The Greeks heard that the Persians were coming. They disagreed about what to do. Different cities made different decisions. Thebes, which was closer to the Persians, made an alliance with the Persians. Argos decided to remain neutral. The Spartans and Corinthians wanted to abandon northern Greece and only defend southern Greece (where they were). But the Athenians insisted that they should try to defend northern Greece at the pass of Thermopylae. The Spartans and Corinthians, who didn't want to seem cowardly, finally agreed to try it. 
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Thermopylae 

So the Athenians, the Spartans, the Corinthians, and some other soldiers from smaller cities all marched north to Thermopylae to try to stop the Persians. They got there and set up barricades. The Persians attacked, but for several days they could not get through the pass. The Greeks were happy that their plan was working. 
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But after a few days, a Greek traitor told the Persians about another, smaller mountain pass where a few Persian soldiers could get through. They secretly came around this back way and surrounded the Greeks. 

Most of the Greeks were able to get away. But they needed time to march away, so that the Persians coming through the pass wouldn't catch them. A group of three hundred Spartan soldiers, along with some others, agreed to stay at Thermopylae and fight the Persians even though they were surrounded. They would fight as long as they could, to give the others time to get away.

The Spartans fought the Persians for three days, while the other Greek soldiers got safely away to the south. At the end of three days, every one of the three hundred Spartan soldiers was dead, along with the Spartan king, Leonidas.

